This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the 
original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problems Mailbox. 



/ 



WORLD INTELLECTUAL. PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
International Bureau 




PCT 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 
A61F 13fl5 



A3 



(11) International Publication Number: 
(43) International Publication Date: 



WO 00/37009 

29 June 2000 (29.06.00) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/US99/29704 

(22) International Filing Date: 1 5 December 1999 (15.1 2.99) 



(30) Priority Data: 
60/112,707 
09/444,083 



18 December 1998 (18.12.98) US 
22 November 1999 (22.1 1.99) US 



(71) Applicant: KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC. 

[US/US]; 401 N. Lake Street. Neenah, WI 54956 (US). 

(72) Inventors: FLETCHER, Amy, Lynn; 4300 North Woodridge 

Drive, Appleton, WI 54913 (US). DIMITOUEVS, Lisa, 
Ann; 40 Bluemound Court, #8, Appleton, WI 54914 (US). 
OLSON, Christopher, Peter, 1012 Pendleton Road, Neenah, 
WI 54956 (US). RATLIFF, Kathleen, Irene; 1058 Laurel 
Court, Neenah, WI 54956 (US). WEBER, Shirlee, Ann; 
1576 Nelson Court, Neenah, WI 54956 (US). WEST, Susan, 
Lee; 1747 Mill Pond Court, Neenah, WI 54956 (US). 

(74) Agents: GAGE, Thomas, M. et al.; Kimberly-Clark World- 
wide, Inc., 401 N. Lake St, Neenah, WI 54956 (US). 



(81) Designated States: AE, AL, AM. AT, AU. AZ, BA, BB, BG, 
BR. BY. CA, CH, CN, CR, CU. CZ, DE, DK. DM. EE, 
ES, H, GB, GD, GE, GH. GM, HR, HU. ID, IL, IN, IS. JP. 
KE, KG. KP, KR, KZ, LC. LK, LR, LS. LT, LU, LV. MA. 
MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, NO. NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, 
SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, UA, UG. UZ, 
VN, YU, ZA, ZW, ARIPO patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, 
SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, 
KG, KZ, MD, RU. TJ, TM), European patent (AT, BE, CH, 
CY, DE. DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, 
PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, 
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



Published 

With international search report. 

(88) Date of publication of the international search report: 

23 November 2000 (23.11.00) 



(54) Title: ABSORBENT ARTICLES WITH REFASTENABLE SIDE SEAMS 
(57) Abstract 

A disposable absorbent article includes an absorbent 
chassis and a fastening system that together define a 
refastenable pant. The refastenable pant includes a pair of 
elastomeric front side panels extending from the waist opening 
to each leg opening, a pair of elastomeric back side panels 
extending from the waist opening to each leg opening, and a 
pair of refastenable seams extending from the waist opening to 
each leg opening and positioned between the elastomeric front 
and back side panels. The transverse distance between the first 
and second fastening components on the back side panels is 
substantially equal to the transverse distance between the first 
and second mating fastening components on the front side 
panels. 
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1. Claims: 1-20 

Absorbent article having a fastening system comprising first 
and second fastening components disposed on the back side 
panels and adapted to releasably engage first and second 
mating fastening components disposed on the front side 
panels wherein the transverse distance between the first and 
second fastening components is substantially equal to the 
transverse distance between the first and second mating 
fastening components. 



2. Claims: 21-24 

Absorbent article having a fastening system comprising first 
and second fastening components disposed on support members 
bonded to and extending outward from the first and second 
elastomeric side panels in the second waist region and 
adapted to releasably engage first and second mating 
fastening .components disposed on the respective first and 
second elastomeric side panels in the first waist region 
wherein the width of the elastomeric side panels in the 
first waist region is the same as the width of the 
elastomeric side panels in the second waist region. 



3. Claims: 25-29 

An absorbent article comprising a pair of elastomeric front 
side panels and a pair of elastomer is back side panels and a 
pair of ref as tenable seams extending from the waist opening 
to each leg opening; the front and back side panels having 
an average length dimension that is about 20 percent or 
greater of the overall length dimension of the absorbent 
article and having fastening components and mating fastening 
components each comprising mechanical fasteners having a 
length to width ratio of 5 or greater and engagement of the 
fastening components and mating fastening components defines 
refastenable seams that cover about 80 to 100. 
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